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The supervisors' bureau-watcher McDonald 

"Wtiere do 1X3 go? To court? To Washington?" 


News Briefs 


The COUNTY 


OUTFLANKING PROPOSITION 13 WITH RESTAURANT 
FEES; MORE TRADE-OFF GAMES WITH UWP; NAR¬ 
ROWING THE ISSUE TO ROAD WIDTHS; PARK FEES 

T O MANY IT WAS MOTHER OF THE COUNTY'S END- 
runs around Proposition 13: Let's-collectr- 

_ the—bucks-from—some—other-source. In this 

case it was a proposal, as yet undecided, to 
collect "food handling and inspection fees" 
from the county's restaurant owners. At a re¬ 
cent board meeting. County Administrator John 
Smith called the proposal "a means of re¬ 
covering cash." 

It was the idea - one not too well-rec¬ 
eived in Bishop - of the county health depart¬ 
ment. Some Bishop city officials attribute it 
to the health department's Jim Goodloe. 

In the eyes of some of Bishop's city of 
ficials, the health department plan is a good 
one; it takes the burden of health inspection 
off the city government and hands responsibil¬ 
ity to the county. Said Counciiwoman Jane 
Fisher: "I was in favor of it, but I was led 
to believe that the fees would not be levied 

(See NK,VS BRIEFS, Page 3) 


1HE ANGER AND RESENTMENT BOHN OF FRUSTRAT- 
ion was written in the faces of nearly ev-| 
eryone present. Dealing effectively with 
federal bureaus (which themselves become ama¬ 
zingly effective when driving for increased 
pover) is no rewarding task. 

The "wilderness" issue had come once ag¬ 
ain before the supervisors and word from the 
BLM remained disappointingly the same: "We're 
moving ahead with the program...and we are be-| 
ing responsive to public input. It's al l a 
congressional mandate." Such serene, congress-1 
backed assurance only served to further anger 


The 

eclipse 
in Inyo 
P.3 



■•• • • 


the supervisors who have serious doubts about 
what effect, if any, "public input" will have 
toward blocking the BLM land grab in this ar¬ 
ea. 

It was not that the supervisors were un-| 
concerned about ecological considerations and 
land preservation: Their issue is that federal 
supervision (over-stringent, they think) poses 
a greater threat than the miners and the des¬ 
ert travelers. r eople attending the hearing 
tended to agree. 

Mustering up her finest sarcasm. Supervi¬ 
sor Wilma Muth said "They seem to be doing a- 
way with private land in the 13 western colon-| 

(See BLM on next page) 


Four die 

It was the worst highway 
crash in Inyo in recent 
years, and it brought to 
seven the county's death 
toll so far this year, as 
compared with three 
the same period of 1 
At right, one of the 
tims lies sprawled before 
the metal hulk that was 
the car in which he and 
three others died. For 
more pictures, and for a 
dramatic account from 
one of the survivors ab¬ 
out what happened, see 
Pages 8, 9 and 12. 
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BLM Continued Photos: Jim Smith 

ies. We'll find ourselves on reservations." 

Supervisor Richard McDonald, long a foe of BLM 
encroachment, answered BLM's claim that "input" was in 
some (as yet unidentified) way affecting the wilderness 
"study." Said McDonald accusingly: "I think it's a land 
grab and I think they are trying to corner our resourc¬ 
es." (Applause from the audience.) "I have a feeling 
that the plan is already made and on file in Washing¬ 
ton ." 

As for "public input," one audience member, Betty 
Hennis of Rose Valley Rajich, told the board that "there 
are many people who are afraid to write letters." In 
that she echoed the sentiment of many others, mostly 
miners, who claim that BLM representatives have subtly 
threatened them with "regulations" if they make toomudi 
complaint about the wilderness plan. Most feel that 
the "study" or the "plan" is already an accomplished > 
fact that brings millions, perhaps billions, of dollars 
of metals and other resources directly under government 
control. "Where can we go? To court? To Washington?," 
asked McDonald. But there were no answers. The supervi¬ 
sors could only vote to ask McDonald to "report" on BLM. 




Input? Betty Hennis 
said many are "afraid" 
to write letters. 
Meanwhile, BLM moved 
ahead unopposed on 
March 1 to another 
"phase" of its plan. 


The cinder cone controversy 

MOUNTAIN OUT OF A MOLEHILL, OR IS IT THE OTHER WAY AROUND? A MINING COMPANY WOULD REDUCE 
THE RED CINDER HILL NEAR LITTLE LAKE TO A MO UND, BUT THE LOCALS WANT "ECONOMIC GROWTH" 

in our area. We support commercial advancement 
...employment opportunities...economic growth." 

"We request approval be granted to the 
mining company...the Renegade and Margie Mines 
...and the company desiring to make use of the 
cinder cone. It is ridiculous that we be pre¬ 
vented from utilizing the resouces we have a- 
vailable...." 

The petition bore a half a dozen-or-so 

names. 

The cinder cone in question has long been 
a landmark along the southern stretches of the 
Highway in inyo County, standing out as a deep 
red against the grey desertLand around it. 

The supervisors took the petition under 

studyo 


The Red Cinder Cone 
Hill north of Little 
Lake is the result of 
some ancient volcanic 
upheaval. It has stood 
for years as a Highway 
395 landmark, but a 
mining company would 
like to mine its vol¬ 
canic material. 


Photo: John Heston 



C LAIMLNG THAT "ECOLOGISTS" AND "PEOPLE MM 
Bishop" are trying to block the efforts 
of a mining company to mine the Red Cin¬ 
der Hill north of Little Lake, a number of ar¬ 
ea residents last week petitioned the supervi¬ 
sors urging that the mining company be given 
an official go-ahead. 

The petitioners were not reticent when 
it came to airing -their views: 

"We who live in the Dunmovin-Little Lake 
area respectfully request those who live in 
other areas, such as the environmentalists, to 
confine their concerns to their own geograph¬ 
ical area and discontinue interfering in the 
industrial or mining development and progress 
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Eclipse watching 
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Scores of eclipse- 
curious Inyoans turn¬ 
ed up in the early 
morning chill to see 
the solar phenomenon 
on a telescope view¬ 
er set up by Leonard 
Sluyter at the Inde¬ 
pendence museum . Fur¬ 
ther south, mean¬ 
while J Photographer 
Jim Smith set up his 
camera in the Alaba¬ 
ma Hills, placed a 
red filter over his 
lens, and snapped 
the haunting picture 
at right . 

Photos: Jim Smith John Heston | 






NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

right away." Then she added with sarcasm: "So 
they waited over night." 

Inspection of restaurants - examination 
of kitchen, washing and serving facilities - 
is perhaps a proper activity of health dep¬ 
artments, but always in the past it was done 
without a direct charge to the restaurant. It 
places the restaurant in the position of pay¬ 
ing for its own policing. 

Discovering opposition to the plan, the 
county has now opted to hold public hearings 
on the issue to take the political pulse of 
the restaurant owners. At last report it was 
running sanelhing over normal. To another 
Bishop councilman, Peter Pearson, it was a 
clear attempt on the part of the county admin¬ 
istration to bypass the "spirit" of Proposit¬ 
ion 13. Said he: "There's more to Proposition 
13 than mere legality. There's the spirit of 
the amendment, and that not to just turn ar¬ 
ound and levy new fees." 

THE DWP WAS BACK AT IT'S OLD GAME AGAIN. It«s 


called "You drop your lawsuit, and we'll be 
nice and give you a water management plan." 
That's the way it went at a meeting of DWP and 
Inyo officials, but the latter - at least for 
now - were disinclined to play. County Admin¬ 
istrator Smith called it a "disappointing ses¬ 
sion." And so it was: DWP offered to pass a 
"resolution" (as opposed to a binding law) in 
the Board of W a ter and Power Commissioners. 
But, as Smith pointed out, a "resolution" car¬ 
ries no real weight. "It could be changed read¬ 
ily. It has no force of law." That taken care 
of, the DWP and the inyoans got around - again 
- to talking about DWP selling some of its 
real estate with the DWP claiming that its 
people are "working hard toward the lot sales." 
But with Inyo officials and a lot of other 
people in the county, DWP's credibility gap 
is ever-viidening. Talk about "lot sales" has 
gone on endlessly for years with no lots sold 
and with further real estate purchases by DWP 
from anyone who will sell to them. In a tel¬ 
ephone conversation from Inyo DWP's assist- 
(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page U) 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ant manager Paul Lane was asked about giving 
up some town properties in Inyo. "We'd like 
to get out of the town business," he said. 

"We didn't want to buy town property in the 
first place, but the DWP was forced to because 
of the 1920's politicians." Lane was asked 
what if anything he had to say about charges 
that DWP has used the properties as "levers" 
in its bargaining with the county. FtLs reply: 
"I won't say horse manure...(but) I don't see 
how anyone could say that (those charges)." 


Inyo Properties...Southern Inyo's only 
locally owned and operated real estate 

office. We offer experience , guidance , 
local interest and knowledge of 


CAN THE "NARROWS" OF HIGHWAY 395 BEAR THE 
traffic of millions of skiers? (See accident 
story, Pages 8, 9). The supervisors, alarmed 
by the weekend carnage south of Big Pine, 
wondered aloud this week if Inyo's major art¬ 
ery may not in fact be too narrow to carry 
the increasing tourist trade. Said Supervisor 
Wilma Muth: "Why doesn't the county push Cal- 
trans to make Highway 395 a four-lane high¬ 
way?" Her question was prompted, she said, "by 
the person doing the autopsy on the bodies." 
Supervisor Richard McDonald with a pessimism 
that seemed not too far-fetched: "We 'll get 
the same response we got on fencing the high¬ 
way between Lone Pine and Olancha. That's the 
irony of it. We have no fence - but the state 
art budget is ten million dollars..." The 
survivor of the accident, 18-year-old John 
Bergh, had told someone that Caltrans had 
called him - somewhat concerned, it seemed - 
to ask if he thought the road was at fault. 
Bergh said "It would have been nice to have a 
four-lane highway...but I don't think that was 
(NEWS BRIEFS continued on P. 1U) 


the area we serve. 





*Fine foods 

*Personal 
service 

* Complete deli 

L 


Bishop’s finest foo^s and spirits • Imports 


. 3100 West Line Street | 


BARRELS UNLIMITED 


We call 'em barrels. But you might see them as planters, home 
gardens, maybe even tubs for the kids to splash around in. 

You will find many decorative and attractive uses. They 
are sturdy and rustically attractive. Buy a whole 
barrel or (shown) a half-barrel, priced right 
at $19.95 and $10.95. And on orders of two 
or more we deliver - free -in the Bishop 
area. Get them while they last'. 


Speaking of 
barrels. 
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On our new bright screen.,, —^ 

MtyV W- •_ 

'TONIGHT! 


WED.-TUES. fut.L WEEK FEB. 28-MAR. 6 


NATIONAL 

LAMF©@N'$‘ 

ANIMAL 

mute 

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
TECHNICOLOR® ^[RJ 


SWISS 

CONSPIRACY 

WITH 

DAVID JANNSEN 




mm 


OP 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 



3 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

’tfenJon furniture 
l^pkohterij Company 

IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 





mumiUMU, 


before you buy, be sure 
to check out our deals! 


We want to be 
vour 


dealer.... 


NEW AND 
USED CARS 


AND TRUCKS 


COMPLETE PAINT AND 
BODY SHOP 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AS 
GOOD AS YOU CAN GET 


CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO • 


MILLER 

CHEVROLET 


Nov/ under new ownership! 

' __ 


OVA • MONZA - CHEVETTE • CORVETTE - WAGONS ■ R V’S 


LONE 


Ml 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 
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Clip and mail today 




Inyo 
Count y 


| 50 Weeks 
^ $25 


better 


I ] 25 Weeks I 1 3 Months 
L ~ J $13 1 — $7 


P, 


SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


6 


STATE 


ZIP_ 


SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH. 

only the best for your eyes. 


©PTICAL 


[ 1 Payment enclosed Q[]piease bill me 


JOHN GUSTAFSON ROBERT GUSTAFSON 


373 - 774 © 


(LA MONTANA PLAZA • BEHIND DOWNTOWN SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST - BISHOP, CA. / 



8734924 ^ 2587 W. Line Bishop 

' 'VvT 

*^HI MOUNTAIN^# 

.RENTALS 

.■»- :rv John Boothe 






><* 


* ' -UK* 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACKHOE 

• DUMP TRUCK «MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


Oust plain good cookin’ 

Try our hot soups, fresh every day 
Fast service on ldnch and breakfast 
Salad bar _ 


The 




CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 




The latest in music, news, sports. You're #1 with us 1 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN 
THE WORLD... 

Local news at 7:oo AM; 8:oo AM; NOON; 5:oo PM 
World news via AP leased wire on the hour. 


John Young 




John Kemler 


Mike Bradley ^ Dr. T 



BISH®P 1230AM 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 




P -O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 
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MARCH 1-4 



Hurry! - Sale subject to 

LIMIT OF STOCK ON HAND, 


KERN'S PRESERVES,,,,58$ 

10-oz. sizej Apricot-pineapple (was 68$) 

KERN'S JELLIES....49$ and 69$ 

10 oz. size, Apple, mixed fruit (was 60$); 
mint,(was 62$); strawberry (was 80$) 

j C&H SUGAR...,$1.05 

5-lb. size 

, SPRAY AND WASH.,..$1.44 
DEL MONTE SWEET PICKLE RELISH... .72<> 

12 oz. size 

1 SPRINGFIELD FACIAL TISSUE....49$ 

(was 58$) 

. Mrs. BUTTERWORTH'S MAPLE SYRUP,...$1.44 

24 oz. size 

DAWN LIQUID DETERGENT....97$ 

OCEAN SPRAY CRANAPPLE JUICE....94$ 
KELLOGG'S POP TARTS....80$ 

ANTHONY'S SPAGHETTI....45$ 

l-lb. 3 ize (was 58$) 

LAURA SCUDDER'S TWIN-PACK 
POTATO CHIPS....89$ 

(was $1.07) 

SVENHARD'S FOUR-PACK DANISH....99$ 

(was vl•22) 


lSCK OFF i 

1 OF ANY PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE , 

I Clip and briny with 1 

I one per customer, please^ _UJ 

I--- 

DEL MONTE KETCHUP....39$ 

( 14 oz, size (was 52$) 

CAMPBELL'S TOMATO SOUP....5/$1 

10 3/4 oz. size 

WISHBONE SALAD DRESSINGS....72$ 

8 oz. size. Thousand Island, French 

FOLGER'S COFFEE....$2.55 

Reg. l-lb. size (was $2.69) 

VIVA PAPER TOWELS....82$ 

JELL-0....27$ 

3 oz. size 

CIGARETTES,,.,$4,77 and $4.88 

cartons, regular and king sizes 

FOREMOST ICE CREAM....$1,19 

%-gallon size (was $1.45) 

SPRINGFIELD BLEACH....68$ 

(was 78$) 

COCA-COLA....$1.17 

2-liter size 

BEST FOODS MAYONNAISE,...$1.44 
SPRINGFIELD TOMATO JUICE,,..64$ 



785 N. MAIN, BISHOP, PHONE 872-6061 

IN THE ALL-NEW COTTONWOOD PLAZA NEXT TO WILSON’S FAMILY PHARMACY 
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Death and 



on skiers’freeway 


Photos: 

Les Hall 
Jim Smith 
Benett Kessler 


News-Letter Photographer 
Les Hall came upon the 
accident south of Taboose 
Campground to find the 
driver of the truck and 
her companion awaiting 
help. An officer had ar¬ 
rived to help direct 
traffic, and the bodies 
in the roadway had been 
covered. The car, a late - 
model Blazer, had been 
struck broadside by the 
big truck loaded bith 
furniture . Although the 
cab of the truck was 
wrecked. Driver Yvonne 
Davis of Chino (below) 
and her passenger, Har¬ 
old Ploenske, El Monte, 
suffered relatively min¬ 
or injuries. 


The officers and the survivors were gen¬ 
erally in agreement about what had hap¬ 
pened. Tony Lindquist, the 18-year-old 
driver of the car, was moving rapidly 
southward among hundreds of other home- 
bound skiers that cromied along the nar¬ 
row stretch of Highway 395 between Big 
Pine and Independence. With Lindquist 
were other students or former students of 
Camarillo High School; his brother Steve, 
19; Brian Churchill, 18; Mark Montgom¬ 
ery, 17; and John Bergh, 18. All had 
been skiing at Mammoth over the week¬ 
end. Lindquist pulled into the north¬ 
bound lane to pass, and he apparently 
saw the oncoming truck. He swerved 
back into his own lane, but his brakes 
locked sending the car skidding again 
to the left, sideways into the path of 
the truck. 






Rescue units from Big Pine arrived 
at tY& scene and called for more 
help from rescue and fire units at 
Independence. Three of the boys 
died instantly. Montgomery lived 
but a few minutes, and one, John 
Bergh, 18, was somehow thrown clear 
and lived to tell about it (Page 
12). Two doctors were in the traff¬ 
ic and they stopped to help as best 
they could. 
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Yards and yards of oasette tape were strewn 
over the wreckage, the bodies and the high¬ 
way (40 tapes were aboard to provide music 
from a stereo system), Ski gear was scat¬ 
tered for yards, A smashed tequila bottle 
was found in broken glass with the head of 
a ski pole . Bergh said the boys were not 
drinking on the fateful day, but that they 

had been drink - 
^ling the night 

j before. So far, < J 
\no one has 
Wit found (or looked I 

SUi&JBSS j 

jQfifor) the dealer 
rm aM tiiho sold the li- 

ySMquor to the five - 

jlboys. Ironical- 
P ly they had all m ~ 
IjSbeen in an acci-~ 
mfdent weeks be- 
tjjjmforej turning o- 
\ver in a van 
\near Olancha. 


. WStSSSSS^.They escaped in -|| 
‘ $jury in that 
accident. But 
luck ran out 
las l Sunday. 

Smashed teauila bottle 


* 

■iJ-i 3 




Victim lies crushed beneath wreckage of the car 



raffic backs up as firemen hose down highway washing away blood, glass and gasoline 
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UfKCOuni 

to 20 

Q. What's A Discount 
To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners 
Insurance credit program 
from Great American. 

If you now own or plan 
to own a home less than 
10 years old, you may 
qualify for a discount on 
your Homeowners insur¬ 
ance as high as 20%. Call 
or write for details — 
there is no obligation. 



People call me independent. 

They’re right. I am independent. 
An Independent Insurance Agent. 

Independent to choose the best 
policy for your car, home, business or 
life from a number of companies. And 
if there’s a problem, I’m here to help. 

I’m not I ike a good neighbor. I am 
your neighbor. 


A 




R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON • Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lono Pino, California 
Phono 876*4 105 



SHARP ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
U.S. Subsidiary of Sharp Corporation 
OSAKA, JAPAN 


ER-2531 

Versatile ECR for small-to-medium sized 
retailers features 2 departments, 36-break tax 
table calculation and dual display. 

• Automatic tax calculation with tax table with 
up to 36 breaks and tax rate, plus manual tax 
calculation and tax shift key. • Totals for cash, 
tax, gross sales, paid-out, void, void mode and 
cash-in-drawer. Up to 8 digits. • 2 department 
totals with extra-large keys. • Receipt issuance 
ON/OFF switch and journal 

selective function, 
e Mode switch for pro¬ 
gramming print-out of 
date, consecutive 
number, machine 
number, tax table 
and tax rate. 

• Large, easy- 
to-read dual 
operator- and 
customer-side 

display. •One-month memory 
protection. • Automatic change calculation. 

!• Error alarm in case of mis-registration. 

• Repeat registration with count display. 

$679.00 


Complete 

Typewriter 

Repair 

Service 



Serving Tonopah & 
Vicinity twice a 
month 


"For Information 
on the entire line 
of Sharp Electronic 

Cash Registers" 

* 

Bishop 

Typewriter 

(714)873-5773 


\l/ 


/ 


/ 


\ 


The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7=05, 8-.05,12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 


Complete 

coverage 

Southern 

Inyo, 

too! 


(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


STEREO FM 100 
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good 
nutrition 


health 


good 


living 

[they all 
begin with a 
good diet] 


Personally selected organic vegetables 
and fruits. A wide selection of food 


supplements, health aids. Fresh fish, 
weekly.. .Tune in to the ’’Mother Earth 
News," at 8:25 a.mRadio KNYO (600). 


...Your well-being is our business... 

LONE PINE / 123 

MOUNTAIN / N. Main 
TRADING / Lone Pine 
COMPANY / 876-5671 



MEN'S 

HAIR STYLING 


BY JERRY 


Specialist 
in the 
'natural' 
look... 


JERRY ARMSTRONG 

(FORMERLY CF MANHATTAN REACH) 
EXPERIENCED IN MEN'S HAIR STYLING 
SINCE 1964 

314 W Line 

AT SIERRA STATION 

Across From City Hall 





SOUTHERN INYO 
TROUT OPENING 


I FISHING CLOTHING 
boots 


JACKETS 


ves ts] rggrs] 


gloves^ __ __ 

TE NNiSSHOFS 

Get ready for the new season! See Lloyd's 
today for Red Wing Boots and shoes and 
for warm, long-wearing outdoor clothing! 


...And listen for Lloyd’s daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio, 600 AM 


* 206 ere Sucry tower 

'Becomes a 'piicKcC " 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 


In Inyo, home 
of the new 
’Western Look 


876-4371 
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Miraculously a.ive 



Jim Smith 


••I WAS IN THE BACK SEAT IN THE MIDDLE. TONY WAS 
DRIVING, PULLED OUT TO PASS...AND SAW THE SEMI.." 


All of his friends were killedj 18-year- 
old John Bergh was lucky. Two days after the 
highway crash , he talked to Reporters Benett 
Kessler and Jim Smith from his bed at North¬ 
ern Inyo Hospital: 

"I can't relate to it. All four were my 
best friends. I fractured my leg } maybe dis¬ 
located my knee joint...a big gash in my head 
and a bruised elbow... 

"I was in the back seat in the middle.. 
Tony was driving. He pulled out to pass and 
saw the semi. He tried to pull back into the 
lane , had to brake hard and the tires lock¬ 
ed. Wc slid to the right and then back in 
front of the semi; it hit us broadside. 

"I knew something was going to happen. I 
’went loose and got as low as I could. The 
two on the right were killed instantly. I was 
outj after the wreck. Me and Mark Montgomery 
were still alive. Mark died later. The High¬ 
way Patrol was there pretty fast, and some 
doctors had been on the road...Then we were 
at the hospital... 

"We had skied half a day that day, and 
1 all day Saturday. No one had been drinking 
Sunday, but we had been drinking the night 
before. 

"I haven’t seen the car yet. I heard it 
was pretty bad."" 

Asked how it feels to be the sole sur¬ 
vivor of such a wreck t Bergh said "Probably 
seeing the car will make a difference. It 
all hasn't hit me yet." 

Bergh's account of the mishap closely 
paralelled that of the highway patrolmen. 


QaBDB O O O geQOaOOOOO O eOQOeoOOOQOgOOQQOQeOOQflWOOQOOOOOOOOOBOOOQ 


It’s new. 

Give us a try. 




AM 600 


LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 AM 
NOON 
5 PM 

ABC information radio network 
Every hour on the half hour 


* aoeoo o boo BQOoooaQQOOQaoQooeoooooQoo o eeoaoQaoBqcea a 0000000000 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 


i 


i 

I 

I 



REAL SERVICE 



• TUNE-UPS 


• BRAKES 

TOWING 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 

U-Hout 

• TIRE REPAIRS 

Emergency 
Roed Service 

• TIRES • BATTERIES 

Comvlete overhaul service 



South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 



HAVING A 
FEW FRIENDS 
OVER 9 

m 


WE CATER PRIVATE OR 
PUBLIC PARTIES, DINNERS 
AND RECEPTIONS FOR 


UP TO 5000 GUESTS 



For the very best ham y 
beef, ribs, chicken: 


872-5535 


KODAK Color Enlargements 

Order three, 
one is free! 


Beautiful KODAK Color 
Enlargements from your 
favorite snapshots, 
instant prints, color 
slides, or KODACOLOR 
Negatives make great 
gifts, or decorative 
accents for your home or 
office. 

And now is the time to 
order them. You pay for 
only two. The third 
one is free! 

Bring this coupon to our 
store for complete details, 
but hurry, this special 
offer ends March 14 




Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


(714) 872-4211 


BISHOP 


Your response has been TERRIFIC.... 

So we’re continuing our big mid-winter 



jackets 


and Men’s and women's WOOLRICH SHIRTS 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

"TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 
"BANANA" 

and ALPS SWEATERS 
Save on these mid-winter discounts 


Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crowds and 

the long lines: $KI RENTALS 

o 


( 714 ) 873-5070 



OfU BiL £ and cSfioxt <^Sko^jie, 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 93514- 
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The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address 



ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's readerc 
that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors a- 
gree with its content, or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 


MANZANAR REPARATIONS: A RESPONSE 
TO A FORUM LETTER 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

This is in response to Pat McClendon's 
letter in the 19 February News-Letter. 

It was primarily racism, jealousy and 
greed that motivated the camps like Manzanar. 
Although we were at war with Germany and Ita¬ 
ly, how many German and Italian Americans were 
incarcerated? 

The people imprisoned at Manzanar were 
mostly naturalized and American-bora Japanese 
with the same birthrights and citizenship as, 
say, Scottish-Americans. They included World 
War I veterans and Medal of Honor winners. 

If you owned a business and were put in 
a concentration camp for three years with all 
your friends and relatives do you think much 
would remain after you were freed? 

It is worth noting that it was not the 
Japanese-American citizens who bombed Pearl 
Harbor, but Japanese. The main motivation for 
Manzanar was not protection for Japanese-Am- 
ericans, but racism. 

William Randolph Hearst, in his news¬ 
papers, waged an unrelenting war of fear ag¬ 
ainst California orientals. This played upon 
the racism of whites who resented the Japan¬ 
ese traits of thrift and industry. Japanese- 
Americans have more college graduates and pro¬ 
fessionals, and less murder and crime than any 
other ethnic group in the United States. 

As for reparations of lost property, 
what value would Pat McClendon put on three 
years of her life? 

It is important to understand and rem¬ 
ember the lesson of Manzanar. Who will be im¬ 
prisoned next time? Those who write letters 
to newspapers? Editors? 

Thanks• 

- J a mes Mis on 
Bishop 

WHAT'S "HISTORIC" AND WHAT'S NOT; 

A CLARIFICATION FROM THE OLD AMARGOSA 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

If I may.o.a word about the National 
Register of Historic PLaces: One does not 
just plop a building into the Register by 
personal fiat. After first determining the 
eligibility of the structure (and this old 
adobe complex at DVJ does qualify), a pro¬ 
scribed set of application forms are sub¬ 
mitted to the state historic folks who then 
send the package on to their counterparts 
at the Department of the Interior for rev¬ 
iew. Upon their positive appraisal the sub¬ 
ject structure is then entered into the Nat¬ 
ional Register. It's kind of a complicated 
process. We're now getting underway for this 
little complex with the help of various folk 
in the County. Thanks for your support. 

- Tom Williams 

Amargosa Opera House 

* Death Valley Junction 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

the cause..." 


LCIW-FLHNG JEFFREY BECK, the Solana ^each man 
arrested by sheriff's officers at Bishop air¬ 
port one recent late-night, is suspected of hav 
ing dropped a planeload of marijuana somewhere 
in Kern County before flying, inexplicably, in¬ 
to Bishop. On his flight. Beck had been track¬ 
ed by federal agents who temporarily lost him. 
They renewed the air chase after a highway pat¬ 
rolman spotted Beck flying barely above tree- 
top level over Lone Fine with his lights off. 
He was tracked into Bishop airport where off¬ 
icers were waiting. Beck later bailed out of 
Inyo County jail by posting $10,000 bail. Hi s 
arraignment here has been set for March 12. 


BARKING FURTHER LEGAL MANEUVERS, accused pis¬ 
tol slayer Evin Lappas goes on trial this next 
week at Independence. Lappas, mother of two 
children, has entered a plea of not guilty in 
the killing of her step-father. Since the in¬ 
cident - on Bishop's Barlow Lane - Lappas has 
suffered several seizures that required jail 
and court officials to call rescue workers. 

Her trial is set for March 6. 


STILL A NAGGING, UNDECIDED AND LARGELY UNDIR- 
ected issue: the county's "park fees," money 
collected from developers on the promise of 
parks and "greenspace." The ordinance, which 
recently has come under fire from practically 
everybody, including seme of the supervisors, 
will be back on the county's agenda for still 
further changes. "We could do without the ord¬ 
inance," said Supervisor Muth. In that she 
echoed the sentiments of the county administ¬ 
rator and other officials who know that the 
county has no intention whatever of building 
any parks. Why, then continue to collect the 
fees - even at reduced rates? Answer: The coun¬ 
ty is fearful of the day when Prop 13 cut¬ 
backs may make upkeep of present parks too ex¬ 
pensive to deal with. But the county's lawyers 
are themselves not sure if it is legal to use 
the money for parks upkeep. So what to do with 
$U0,000 already colic cted? Said Administrator 
Smith: "The bottom line is if we drop the fee 
(even) to fifty bucks, what are we doing? We 
won't ever gain enough to use...It's a nuis¬ 
ance. I've been against it from the beginning." 
So have the builders — and the buyers of lots 
who paid out (in some cases) several hundred 
dollars on the promise of "parks" for their 
neighborhoods. 


like it . . 

■ 12:05 and 5.Ob. 
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BENETT KESSLER 


- tJVotes "From B. K? -- 

IT'S KIND OF A BON-BON WITH A BARB IN IT, SO DON’T BE FOOLED. DWP got a $2 
million tax break in the Prop 13 cutbacks and now - according to the yes-man 
L.A. Times whose reporters can't, or won't, ask the hard questions- DWP "will 
share its Proposition 13 tax savings with 173 business and governmental lease¬ 
holders on Department properties in Inyo and Mono Counties." It's a drop in 
the fiscal bucket, but even at that it sounds good. But the catch is that be¬ 
yond the initial gratuitous crumb thrown to the suffering colonials "any fur¬ 
ther adjustments beyond 1978-79.•.will depend upon what Inyo County does on a 
separate tax rate for lands owned by Los Angeles." As it stands, litit. business 
leases are to get 9% rent cuts (cheers and applause for this?), and 29 govern¬ 
mental leases U21 cuts. The message from DWP, translated into english you and I can under¬ 
stand: Inyo County, don't use that separate tax rate too hard on DWP or next year we'll hike 
the rents some more. 

TRAVEL NEWS: The galavanting Varnums (Dale and Nancy) who own Inyo County's very own little 
travel service, just recently returned from another junket to Hawaii, Inyo Countians' very 
favorite watering spot. In their journey they visited Charles Bedwell, formerly of Bishop, 
now living at Kono. Other travelers these days: (Hawaii) The ^arl Browns, Dr. and Ms. C.L 0 
Scott, and the Burt Roux's. Ms. Drew Jeffrey leaves for India March 7, and on a three-month 
tour (Cairo, Algiers, Libya, Majorca, Britain) are the Dr. Dentons, Betty and Bob. And where 
else are Inyo's travelers going these days? "Everybody is going absolutely everywhere," says 
Nancy, but then in an afterthought, she reminds us that "Well, we're keeping them out of Af¬ 
rica and Iran this year. They're bad news." Oh, PShah! 

AND WHATEVER HAPPENED TO MOE JACOBSON, the civic activist and political contender? Well, Smi¬ 
ling Moe has joined the media crowd. rt e's an advertising rep at KIOQ-FM, in case you're one 
of several who've been asking. 

GARY SCHILD, WE'RE SORRY TO SAY, IS SELLING THE PARADISE LODGE, lock, stock, bar, restaurant 
and trout stream. The whole works is going to a combine based in Orange County that includes 
L people...Schild and company and family put a lot into the place in the past season, but 
they clearly made him an offer (unspecified) that he can't refuse. Besides, says Schild, he's 
tired of making up fishermen's cabins at the lodge. (He digs the restaurant-bar end of the 
biz, however). He will go to work for the Cattlemen's Restaurant chain up in Washoe V a lley. 
The new owners of the Paradise: Donna Mason, Merv Schaeffer, and Chris and Robin Johnston. 

SPEAKING OF RESTAURANTS, WE'VE NEGLECTED TOO LONG A GOOD ONE AT BISHOP: Enrico's, which very 
often gets overlooked (We don't know why) by a lot of people in the dining-out crowd. Prob¬ 
ably has the best and most complete Italian menu between Reno and L.A. Food good; 'fambience" 
okay; never noisy (except when some of the media people throw a party!). For friendly, very 
attentive service ask for Overly. Incidentally, the county's growing number of vegetarians 
can get good food and service there; Owner-chef Henry LaGuercio will personally take care of 
it. 

-iBf* 

SOME INSIDERS TELL US that the Bishop Elementary School Board may be using closed or "execu¬ 
tive" sessions to handle some touchy political issues. Under law, closed sessions in Calif¬ 
ornia are for the sole purpose of dealing with "personnel" and "legal" problems only. In the 
public interest it appears, one of the board members is "leaking" what's really happening. 
More on all that later. 

**-#• 

TUNGSTEN IS DEFINITELY "IN" and a few people at Bishop are hinting that some big plans are 
in the mill - literally. Nothing final in a big development deal as yet. One of the people 
involved likes to play chess out at Art & Dolly's. Another tungsten mine development is hap¬ 
pening near Independence. 

WITH THE BLM WILDERNESS PUSH MOVING AT TOP PACE, an off-road vehicle conference will be held 
this year in California* “larch 9-11. It's at Bakersfield and a few Inyoans plan to be there 
with lots of questions for the BLM types. I've been accused of being "for" ORV's and "against" 
ecological considerations. Not so. I'm very much "for" saving the land or at least curtail¬ 
ing some of its mis-use. But I think BLM is the last agency in the world capable of handling 
the matter - or any other bureacracy for that matter. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Gary and Bonnie Collins who, we are told, have sold the Sears out¬ 
let at Lone Bine. Word has it that they will stay in Lone Pine. Future plans are undecided, 
or at least unreportod. 

ADD VPP DEPr (Badge and Gun Division): Bishop Police Chief Bred Coburn, probably the best . 
all-around man in Bishop city government. 

•#** 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY... 


-Sincerely, 
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Witn his attorney, Leon Seyranian, Merton Pond appears before the Bishop City Council 

Everything the council wanted to know about the Ponderosa condos - but was afraid to ask 

7• THE bishop city council takes a not-too-hard look 
ronaerosa UpOOIG ■ AT a plan to build some low-cost, mid-town condos 


O N THE SURFACE IT ALL SEEMED GREAT. There 
it was in facts and figures, a project to 
enhance even further Bishop's "growth" im¬ 
age, one even that might help serve some of 
the county's desperate need for "low-cost" 
housing. Not only that, but the backers of the 
"Ponderosa" condominium and expansion and im¬ 
provement plan came with good credentials - 
so far at least as the backers were known. 

And it was with an amiable, even humble 
and elaborately agreeable approach, that the 
Ponderosa attorney presented his case, urging 
on the council his facts and figures: 

"We feel we've made some changes since 
the last meeting," said Oakland Attorney Le¬ 
on Seyranian. "One concern, easy access for 
fire equipment, has been taken care of. We e- 
liminated three of the forty units to put in 
a cul de sac for an adequate radius for emer¬ 
gency equipment.... 

"We have met with the adjoining neigh¬ 
bors, the Lutheran Church, and agreed to build 
a six-foot wall around three sides of the pro¬ 
ject." 

Clearly, the Ponderosa people were bend¬ 
ing over backwards to please not only the 
town's highest governing board - but also the 
neighbors. 

And yet...And yet the answered quest¬ 
ions seemed somehow to recede in the face of 
large numbers of the unanswered ones<> It ap¬ 
peared that not only were a number of quest¬ 
ions unanswered; a lot of them seemed even to 
be unasked: 

With an unexplained hesitation, M^ror 
Robert Campbell brought up the matter of 
quality of construction. "The concern," he 
suggested in the manner of one not really 
wanting to talk about it, "is the present 
quality of construction....the paving?...the 
building foundation...?" Bis voice trailed 
off, then he seemed to grab hold of ito 

"What about Parsons?," he asked. "Does 
he hold the first lease on the old Hacienda 
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Motel?" (Be referred to Roy Parsons, owner or 
holder of a large portion of the land in mid- 
town upon which the new Ponderosa condo would 
be built. 

'The reply came, more or less cryptic¬ 


The Ponderosa promoters 

From left, Roger Pond; "an unidentified 
observer who wished to keep it that way; 
Architect John Mastrototaro of Sacramen¬ 
toJ and Merton Pond. 


ally, from Merton pond, former Bishop Theat¬ 
er owner and businessman, who plainly has a 
lot at stake in the Ponderosa deal: "I know 
what you want to know," he said, although 
neither he nor the mayor were letting any¬ 
body else in on it. Then he added, cryptical¬ 
ly again, "That's why we backed off. Ponder¬ 
osa Motels is a new corporation. We're buying 
from Roy Parsons...the leases, the buildings, 
and businesses. It will be under completely 
newmanageqient. Parson holds a very small in¬ 
terest. My brother is the general manager of 
the project. I'm personally taking charge of 
the project and I can control other elements!' 

What the "other elements" were became 
increasingly unclear. But the mayor held firm¬ 
ly to his concern: "Meaning no offense at all 




















all the inspectors will be directed to take a 
very close look..." 

"I expect it," said Pond. 

With that on the record, the mayor and 
other council members turned to perhaps more 
comfortable interests - the issue, for inst¬ 
ance, of the adjacent proximity between the 
bowling alley and the condos (mostly for oc¬ 
cupancy by "rrature" people). Pearson asked 
the question, and Pond answered again with an 
easy agreeable-ness 0 Possibly more walls for 
that, he suggested. ‘*o problem. 

Even the police department liked the 
looks of the complex - It would, after all, 
fill a dark and vacant lot that all too often 
has been filled with partying, drinking youth 
in the past, youth that had wandered or stag¬ 
gered from the bowling alley bar to yell or 
make noise or fight "out back." 

^ut of the blue, Councilwoman Jane Fish¬ 
er made a motion that would give the go-ahead 
to the project insofar as its environmental 
impact was concerned - this under a mild pro¬ 
test from Councilman Pearson who pointed out 


that the EIR question was not even on the ag¬ 
enda. The council, with the exception of Pear¬ 
son, voted yes very quickly. That, it seems, 
took care of that. 

Out in the hall. Pond was questioned ab¬ 
out all the unanswered issues - about Parsons * 
part, and about who was behind the project. 

With more than a little impatience, he answer¬ 
ed "No comment" to practically all queries. 

One of the people in his party was even 
more closed-mouth. Asked his name, he adam¬ 
antly refused to answer. "I'm an unidentified 
observer," he said. 

So far there is nothing whatever to in¬ 
dicate that the Ponderosa project is any more 
- or less - than it is cracked up to be: 37 
units, moderately priced at around $55,000 to 
$75,000, conveniently located in that its "ad¬ 
ult" residents have easy walking access to the 
downtown area. 

Why then the nagging unanswered questions 
ions about it all. Or, perhaps more important, 
why the questions that the council seemed af¬ 
raid to ask.... 



Youths posed triumphantly at Bishop City Hall after learning their dances will continue 

The police chief had a talk with Dave Thorsen whose "'Buttermilk Productions'' provides the 
music for a number of youth dances. Thorsen was told he’d have to "police" his country-rock 
shows after a recent one caused a youth-police confrontation and the dances were very near¬ 
ly cancelled. But the young people attending a council meeting were told their dances will 
continue: "The council didn't want to let a few bad kids spoil the dances." 
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INDEPENDENCE. CALIFORNIA 


Bishop's inauguration of mule racing and 
pari-mutuel betting ha3 touched off a nat¬ 
ional interest - not to say amusement - in 
the much-maligned but amazingly fast and 
useful mule. Burkhardt (left) and Mull 
hope to build a breeding and training bus¬ 
iness. At present they are training 10. 


Mules are stubborn, harder 
to break than horses, and re 
quire a certain know-how. At 
Independence, Gene Burkhardt 
decided to cash in on his 
expertise, and with a good 
mule man, Norman Mull, he 
opened a mule-training 
stable at Independence. 
"There could be good mon¬ 
in mule racing J " says 
Burkhardt, "There will 
be a $2200 purse for 
two-year-olds this 
year at Bishop,-doub¬ 
le over last year." 
Mules are the product 
of breeding a donkey 
with a mare. They race well. 


Burkhardt's 
busy stud in 
breeding is 
this humble 
donkey who 
goes by the 
name of "Fa¬ 
ther Nature" 


Photos: Jim Smith 


Training ornery 
critters 


"EVEN BACK EAST" THEY'RE TALKING 
ABOUT MULE RACING. WITH THE GROW¬ 
ING INTEREST AND POPULARITY, TWO 
MULE TRAINERS PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 
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